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SUB J : GOG CORRECTS ERRONEOUS REPORTS OF DELAYS 
IN DELIVERY OF F-4 AIRCRAFT 

1. SUMMARY: DISTORTED STORIES IN GREEK PRESS ALLEGING 
NEFARIOUS ROLE OF USG AND GOI IN WITHHOLDING DELIVERY 
OF F-4 PHANTOMS PURCHASED BY GOG BUT LOANED TO IRAN 
ELICITED FROM GOG HELPFUL COMMENTS DENYING F-4'S INVOLVED 
AND ATTEMPTING TO PUT SITUATION IN PROPER PERSPECTIVE. 
ACTUALLY SITUATION REFERRED TO IS GOI RELUCTANCE TO RELEASE 
AS SCHEDULED MAP PROVIDED F-5A S FOR REDISTRIBUTION TO 
GREECE. END SUMMARY. 

2. STORY IN OCTOBER 30 ELLINIKOS VORRAS (THESSALONIKI) 

CLAIMED THAT USG HAD WITHHELD DELIVERY OF 12 F-4 PHANTOM 
AIRCRAFT PURCHASED BY GREECE IN ORDER TO FAVOR TURKEY, 
WHOSE AIR FORCE BUILDUP IN THIS VERSION CONTINUED APACE. 

MOST ATHENS PAPERS OVER WEEKEND ELABORATED ON THIS REPORT 
CLAIMING THAT 12 F-4 PHANTOMS WERE SOLD TO GREECE BY USG 
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TO GREECE, A DELAY COMPOUNDED BY USG UNWILLINGNESS TO 
GIVE GOI "GREEN LIGHT" TO TURN THESE AIRCRAFT OVER TO 
GREEKS. THESE STORIES WENT ON TO REPORT THAT GOI WAS 
REFUSING TO HONOR ITS COMMITMENT DESPITE PROVISION TO 
IT BY USG OF LIKE NUMBER BUT MORE ADVANCED MODEL OF SAME 
TYPE AIRCRAFT. 

3. ON NOVEMBER 3, SEMI-OFFICIAL ATHENS NEWS AGENCY 
BULLENTIN CARRIED FOLLOWING COMMENTS BY A GOVERNMENT 
SOURCE ON "PHANTOM"REPORTS. QUOTE: 

A GOVERNMENT SOURCE, COMMENTING ON INACCURATE REPORTS OVER 
THE CASE OF 12 PHANTOM AIRCRAFT, CLARIFIED THAT THE AIR- 
CRAFT IN QUESTION WERE NOT PHANTOMS BUT PLANES OF A 
LIGHTER TYPE. FURTHERMORE, NOT ONLY DID AMERICAN AUTHORI- 
TIES NOT RAISE ANY DIFFICULTY OVER THEIR SUPPLY TO GREECE 
BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, THEY MADE INTENSIVE EFFORTS TO 
RELEASE THEM IN ORDER TO HAVE THEM DESPATCHED TO GREECE. 
SUPPLY IS HAMPERED BY PROCEDURAL DIFFICULTIES RASIED BY 
IRANIAN AUTHORITIES. THE GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN APPROPRIATE 
STEPS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF IRAN, AND IT IS HOPED THAT 
CONCURRENT AMERICAN AND GREEK ACTION WILL OVERSOME 
EXISTING DIFFICULTIES. END QUOTE. 

4. COMMENT: ADDRESSEES WILL RECOGNIZE THAT SITUATION 
UNDERLYING THESE DISTORTED STORIES IS PENDING SALE TO GREECE 
UNDER FMS PROGRAM OF 12 F-5A AIRCRAFT PROVIDED SOME YEARS 
BEFORE TO GOI AS GRANT MATERIEL ASSISTANCE AND ABOUT TO 

BE DECLARED EXCESS TO IRANIAN NEEDS. GOI RELUCTANCE TO 
RELEASE AIRCRAFT ON ANTICIPATED DATE HAS DELAYED THEIR 
TRANSFER TO GREECE, PROBABLY ADDING SIGNIFICANTLY TO COST 
OF DELIVERY AS A RESULT. STATEMENT BY GOG IS PRAISEWORTHY 
EFFORT TO PUT ON RECORD FACTS OF SITUATION AND REPRESENTS 
ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF INCREASING WILLINGNESS OF GOG TO COPE 
WITH GRATUITOUS ANTI-AMERICAN SLANT SO EVIDENT IN 
GREEK PRESS STORIES INVOLVING USG OVER PAST FIFTEEN MONTHS. 
KUBISCH 
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